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(54) Vwuiil wtorenca system for s«t«ltary absorbent article 


(57) A receptacle (1 02) containing a plurality of san- 
itary absorbent arUoles (206) that are tncUvWually pack- 
aged. On each package (20S) is applied a visual refer- 
ence system. The visual reference system (104) in- 
cludes a first (106) and a second (10B) elemenis of in- 
formation. The first element (106) of Irrfomiatlon la In- 


dicative of a scale of reference esiabllahing a range of 
values of a certain characteristic of the sanitaiy ebsoito' 
ont article (206) In the package. The second elennont 
(1 08) of information is Indicative of a cartaih degree or 
level on the scale of reference. The certain characteris- 
tic can be the liquid absorption eapeetty of the sanitary 
absorbent article. 



Fig.1 
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Deserlptlon 

FELD OF THE OIVENnON 

[0001] The present invention relates to sanitary ab- 
sortent enlcled audi as feminine sanitary napkins, In- 
comlnencB pads, panty nners, tampons and diapers 
among ottiers and, more particularly, to sanitary absorb- 
ent artloies featuring a visual referance systam that al- 
lows ttw user to quicidy ascertain a charactarlstfc of the 
sanitaiy absorbent article, such es the Bquid absorption 
capacity, the configuration , and the type of material used 
In the manufacture of the sanitary absorbent article, 
emang others. Under a diffarant aspei^, the invention 
provides a reminder tag that can facilitate the selection 
and purchase of a sanitary absorbent article by the user 
in a place where sanitary articles are offered for sale. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTtON 

(0002] Sanitary absorbent articles are large-scale 
commeitsially manufactured articles used to absorb and 
retain bodily exudates. Such articles are convenient in 
that they are economical yet disposable; they include 
sanitary n^l<ins, infant diapers, adult incontinence 
pads, panty liners, tampons and the I3ce. 
[0003] Sanitaiy absorbent articles and partleuteriy 
femlnlnesanltary napidns are made available to the cor)- 
sumer In reeaptaeles containing a plurality of aanltary 
napla'ns. Traditionally, the industnr has'usod rcceptades 
in the form of cardboard boxes. In more recant yeara the 
cardboard boix has gradually been replaced by a bag of 
plastic material, the sanitary napkins held in a recepta- 
cle, either a cardboard box or a bag of plastic material 
are individually packaged. This feature allows the user 
to transport a sanitary napkin outside the protective en- 
vlmnmant of the rocsptacle, sueh as in a pursa or poek- 
at, whiia kaeplng the sanitary napkin freo from dirt, 
stains or impurities. The typical packaging is in the forni 
of a pouch of plastic material in which the sanitary nap- 
kin is placed. Immediately before use, the wearer re- 
moves the sanitary napkin from the pouch and Inetalia 
it in the crotch portion of the undergaiment. The poudi 
is then discarded. 

[0004] A user normally keeps at home a supply of san- 
itary napkins having diff ersnt charactertetlos to meet the 
different requirements that may arise during the men- 
strual cycle. For example, during light menstrual days, 
the user will nonnally empk>y asanitary napkin of a com- 
paratively small liquid absorption capacity. Such a san- 
itary napWn has a reduced size and is comfortable to 
wear. During heavier menstrual flow days, the user will 
wear a larger sanitary napkin that offers an increased . 
liquid absorption capacity. During the right, the user 
may elect to usa sanitary napkins designed especiaBy 
for nightdme. Nighttime products are longer and offer an 
exceptionally high liquid absorption capacity. At the end 
of the menstrual cycle or between menstrual qrcles, the 


user will rely on a panty liner designed to retain primarily 
vaginal dischargess oSner than menstrual Ikjuid. 
[0005] In addition to the various levels of liquid ab- 
sorption capacity, sanitary napkins can be functkinally 

s distinguished from one another on the basis of other 
charactorifitlcs, such as thair configuration and the ma- 
terials used for their construction. Forexaniple, sanitary 
napkins are avaflable with or without flaps. When a san- 
itary napkin has flaps, the flaps can be folded about the 

to crotch portion ol the undergannent to aid in stabilizing 
the sanitary napkin in use. Sanitary napMna haying dif- 
ferent geometrteal shapes or forme exist to betterf It the 
anatomy of the wearer. Finally, sanitary napidns with dif- 
fbreni types of body contacting layers are available to 

IS suit the preferences of the consumers. In particular, 
some users prefer a body-contacting layer made of fi- 
brous nwterial while others prefera body-contacling lay- 
er made of poiymorc film. 

[0006] The wWe variety of sanitary napkins that are 
»> presently available in the marketplace has the undesir- 
able effect of confusing the consumer. This problem is 
compounded by ever increasing product diversification. 
Different manufacturers offer different product brands 
featuring unique characteristics. Althou^thls approach 
is pix}vides sanitary napkins that are precisely tailored to 
the needs of the user, the identification of the product 
that best meets the individual needs becomes a chal- 
lenge. 

[0007] A pariticularprobiem occurs when the user car- 

30 fiBs in hor purse or pocket one or mors individually pack- 
aged sanitary napkins. Since the packaging (pouch) 
found on sanitary napkins today Is opaque, a simple vis- 
ual inspoctlon of the pouch wilt not reveal to the user the 
characteristics ol the sanitary napkin in the package, 

3S such as its liquid absorption capacity, configuration or 
type of material used in the construction of the sanitary 
napkin, among others. The useris left with the option of 
ramoving the sanitary napkin from the pouch to ascer- 
tain if it is of the typo sho now requiros. However, the 

40 remaval of the sanitary napkin from the pouch usually 
results In the dcstruciion of the pouch. If It turns out that 
the sanitary napkin is of a type unsuitable for the Imme- 
diate nocd, the sanitary napkin is wasted. 
[0008] To alleviate this problem. manufacturenB have 

4S in the past applied on individually packaged sanitary 
napkins a wrlnen notice that informs the userof tho liquid 
absorption capacity of tho sanitary napkin. In theory, 
such written notice should suffice to provide the user 
with the infomiatlon she seeks on the level of liquid ab- 

Bo sorption of the sanitary napkin. In practice, this is not 
always the case since manufacturars use different ter- 
minology to designate different levels of liquid absorp- 
tion. For instance, one manufacturer may use wording 
like "llghf, "nonnal" and "heavy" while a different man- 

ss ufacturer may prefer the temilnoiogy "mini", "regular" 
and "super. Accordingly, a written notkse alone is of 
somewhat abstract nature to the user and falls to pro- 
vide the user with precisa Infonnation on the liquid ab- 
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sorption capacity. 

[0009] Considsring this background, It elearty ap- 
pears that there Is a need in the industry ta develop an 
improved vteuai reference eystem that would permit the 
user to more easily idantlty a certain characteristic of a 
sanitary ab6ort)ant article. 

SUMMAHY OP THE INVENTION 

[D010] Under a first broad aspect, the present Inven- 
tion provides a receptacle holding a plurality Of sanitary 
absorbent artidss, at least one of the sanitary absorbent 
articles being placed in an Individual package. Tho Indi- 
vidual package Includes a visual reference system. The 
visual reference syetenn Includes two dements of Infof* 
matlon, namely a first element of information and a sec- 
ond element of information. The first elemBrrt of infor- 
mation is indicative of a scale of reference establishing 
a range of values of a certain characteristic of the sarh 
It&iy absoitoent artioie In the Individual padrage. The 
-seoond element of Information is Indicative of a certain 
degree or level on the scale of reference. 
[0D11] me advantage of the visual reference system 
resides in the additional Information provided to the user 
by the scale of retafenca. The acalc of reference pro- 
vides a context into which the second element of infor- 
mation is more meaningful than whan the second ele- 
ment of Information is presented alone. 
[001 2] The first and the second elements of Infomia- 
tlon are realbed by creating markings on the padcage 
such as to make the lirst and the second elements o( 
Infomnation visually perceptible and understandable by 
the user. The Intended infonnatlon can be delivered to 
the user In a number of ways, such as in the fomi of a 
written notlc©, in the form of piotographs (fconte sym- 
bols) ora combination of both, in a non-iimifing example 
of Implementation, the first element of Information may 
be a coHectlon of words, each word expressing a certain 
degree on the scale of reference. The second element 
of information pointe to a particular degree on the scale 
of reference. This can be achieved by highlighting the 
word in the collection of words that corresponds to the 
partioiilar degree. 

[0013] The markings can be applied on the package 
by prInUng, embossing, die-cutting, application of adia- 
erate label on which the markings are realized or, in gen- 
eral, by any other phystoal change In the fomn or ohar- 
eoter of the package such as to make the mariclngs vis- 
ually noticeable and understandable to the user 
[0014] tn a specific non-limiting example cf implemen- 
tation, the first and the second elements of Information 
are related to the absotbency characteristics of the san- 
Itaiy absoibetit article, in particular the liquid absorption 
capacity of the sanitary absorbent article. The first ele- 
ment of information defines a range of Hquld absoiptlon 
copa^las while the second alemant of Infonnation 
points toward a certain degree or level on thai range. 
pniS] Under a second broad aspect, the invention 


provides a receptacle holding a plurality of sanitary ab- 
sortjont articles, at least one of the sanitary absorbent 
artk;les Is placed in an individual package. The individ- 
ual package includes an element of information repre- 

s sentatlve of a characteristic of the sanitary absorbent 
article, the characteristic being selected In the group 
consisting of the geometrical configuration of the sani- 
tary absorbent article and a material used in the manu- 
facture of the sanitary absorbent aitlcle. In a specific 

10 non-llmlting example of Implementation, the sanitary ab- 
sorbent article Is a sanitary napkin. The element of in- 
fonfnatlon conveys to the user information regarding the 
arrangement or fonnation of the parts of the sanitary 


15 or whether the sanitary napkin Is flat or curved, among 
other possibilitios. In a variant, the element of Informa- 
tion iniorms the user about the type of material from 
which the body contacting layer of the sanitary napkin 
Is made, in particular fibrous material or polymeric film. 

20 In another variant, the element of information commu- 
nicates to the user a certain characteristk: of the matenal 
used in the manufacture of the external layer of the san- 
itary napkin (usually called "ban^ler layer" or "ban-ler 
sheet"). In particular, this oharaoteilstlo can be whether 

as the extemallayeris breathable or not. 

(001 6) Under a third broad aspect, the Invention pro- 
vides a receptBcle holding a plurati^ of sanitary absorb- 
ent articles, at least one of the sanitary absoibani arti- 
cles Is placed In an individual package. A removable rs- 

ao minder tag Is associated with the receptacle, the re- 
minder tag has a substrate on which Is realized an ele- 
ment of infonnallon. A matching element of Information 
Is realized on an external surface of the receptacle. 
When the user wants to purchase sanitary absorbent 

35 articles from the Store, She takes with her the reminder 
tag from the empty receptacle at horte. The user selects 
the proper brand and category of sanitary absorbent ar- 
ticles simply by locating the receptacle on the shelves 
that has an element of Inf omtatlon matching the element 

10 of Information on the reminder tag, 

[0017] In a non-llmlting example of Implementation, 
the reminder tag is a discrete label. The reminder tag Is 
associated with the receptacle by removably affixing the 
label to the Individual package placed In the receptacle. 

4s This can be effected by using adhesive on the label that 
Bstabllshas a non-permanent bond with the Individual 
package. Altemativaiy, the rethlnder tag la assodated 
With the receptacle by placing the reminder tag within 
the receptacle without affixing it to any one of the sanl- 

so tary absorbent articles, nor to the receptacle waHs. In 
another variant, the association between the nsminder 
tag and the receptacle Is made by making the reminder 
tag as part of the receptacle itself. Undcrthis possibility, 
' the reminder tag could be delineated by tear lines that 

ss assist the user In separating the tag from the remainder 
of Ote receptado, or the reminder tag could be deline- 
ated by a sclssors-line, such as a doned line printed on 
the receptacle indicating to the user where to cut the 
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wall of the receftf ade with edAaore eo as to free the re- 
minder tag. 

[0018] The element of information realfeed on the re- 
minder tag can be descriptive of one or more character- 
istics of the santtary absoitoent arflcjo. Forlnstanca, the 
element of Intormatlon can specify either In writing, tsy 
plctogrspha (iconic symbols) or a combination of both 
the liquid absorption capacity of the sanitary absorbent 
artlele, the an^ngement or formation of the parts of the 
aanltaiy absorbent article and Infomiation pertaining to 
Dielypeof materialst uaedintheoonatruetlon ofthe san- 
itary absoibant article. AKamatively, the element of In- 
ioimation can be totally abstract areJ pmvidB only a mark 
that the usercan visually associate withacorresponding 
mark on the receptacle to establish a match. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] A detailed description of examples of impie- 
' mentation of the present invention is provided hBroinbe- 
>low with reference to the foltowing drawings, in which: 
[0020] Figurs 1 is a perspective view of an unopened 
, receptacle containing sanitary napkins. 
[0021 1 Figure 2 Is a perspective view of the receptacle 
□f Figure 1 , the receptacle being now opened to expose 
a plurality of individually padtagad sanitary napidns. 
[0022] Figure 3 is a perspective view of an IndlvidLally 
rpacl<aged sanitary napkin provided with the visual ref- 
erence system in accordance with the invention. 
[0023] Figure 4 ie a top plan view of an Individually 
^packaged aanjtary napRiri provided with a visual refer- 
ence system In aooordahce with a first variant 
[0024] Figure S Is a top plan view of an Individually 
packaged sanitary napkin provided with a visual refer- 
ence system In accordance with a second vaiiant. 
[0025] Figure 6 is a top plan view of an individuBlly 
packaged sanitary napidn provided v»lth a visual refer- 
ence system In accordance with a third vartarrt. 
[0026] Figure 7 Is a top plan view of an individually 
packaged sanitary napkin provided with an adhesive re- 
minder tag on whwh is realized a visual reference sys- 
tem In accordance with the invention. 
[00«7] Figure 8 is a perspective view of a receptacle 
containing a plurality of sanitary napians. the receptacle 
being opened to expose a plurality of individually pack- 
aged sanitary napkins and a reminder tag that Is loosely 
placed in the receptacle. 

[00281 Figure 9 is a perspective view of a receptacle 
oortaining a plurality of sanitary napkins, the receptacle 
being opened to expose a plurality of sanitary napkins 
and a reminder tag that is loosely placed In the recep- 
tacle, the reminder tag being characterized tiy a symbol 
of abstract nature. 

[0029] Figure 1 0 is a perspective view of a receptacle 
for storing sanitary napkins including a tear-away strfp 
on which the reminder tag is realized. 
[0030] Figure 1 1 1s a top plan view of a tampon In an 
Individual pouch to whk:h is realized the visual reference 


system in accordance with the invention. 
[D031 ] In the drawings, emtiodiments of the invention 
are illustrated by way of example. It b to be expressly 
understood thai the description and drawings are only 
5 for purposes of illustration and as an aid to understand- 
ing, and are not intended to be a definition of the limits 
of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCROn-fON 

(0032] With reference to Figure 1 , there is shown a 
non-llmlting example of implementatton of the present 
Invention. Figure 1 illuatratea a receptacle designated 
by the reference numeral 1 02 holding a plurality of aan- 

19 itarynapWna.TTiaracBptacla102iainthaformofall8X- 
ible bag made of synthetic material such as plastic film. 
Otherforms of packaging can be used without departing 
frqm the spirit of the invention. Examples of these oUier 
forms could be a cardboard box or any ottiar suitable 

SO structure that can physioaiiy hold a plurality of sanitary 
. napkins. 

[0033] Figure 2 shows the receptacle 1 02 after it has 
. been opened to access the sanitary napkins InskJe. The 
receptacle 102 holds a plurality of sarttary absorbent 
napkins 20S wrapped in individual pouches. 
[O034] Figures illustratesasingleaanttarynapkln206 
removed from the receptacle 1 02 and stored in a pouch , 
31 0. The pouch is made from a sheet of synthetio ma- 
terial folded such as to completely enclose the sanitary 
30. napkin 208 and protect the sanitary napkin 208 when 

the user carries the sanitary napkin 206 in her purse or 
pocket. Other forms of packaging can also be consid- 
ered to fonn the pouch 31 0 without departing from the 
spirit of the Invention. Examples of these other forme of 

35 packaging Include paper wrapping or any other suitable 
material or structure that could hold the sanitary napkin 
. 206. TTie pouch 310 shown in Figure 3 compiteea a cefr- 
tion fomiing an envelope-like encioeing structure 99 In 
which the sanitary napkin 206 is placed In a folded con- 

40 ditlon. A flap 101 closes the envelope-like enckising 
stnjcture 99. The flap 1 01 and the envelope-like enclos- 
Ing structure 98 are united to one another by adhesh^, 
crimping or sealing at their longitudinal edges. 1 03, 1 0S 
such as to keep the flap 101 In a closed position. When 

43 the user wishes to remove the sanitary napkin from the 
pouch 310. she pulls on the flap 101 to break the bond 
between the flap 101 and the envatopemke encioeing 
structure 99 and thus open the enveiopo-iike enclosing 
structure 99. 

so [0035] Tfie pouch 31 0 shown In Rgure 3 comprises a 
visual reference system 104. The visual reference sys- 
tem 104 carries two elements of Infonnation. The first 
element of Infonnation 106 Is a scale of reference that 
establishes a rang© of values of a certain characteristk; 

35 of the sanitary napkin 206. The other elament of infor- 
mation 10B acts as a pointer, defining a position, level 
or degree on the scale of reference 1 06, 
[0038] in the non-limiting example of implementatloft 


4 
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depicted in Figure 3, the visual refereneo system 1 d4 is 
ralated to ttie absorbenoy oharaoterietlos of santtajy 
napkins and In particular it axpressea the ilquld atisorp- 
tlon capacity of the sanitary nepltin S.D6. the first ele- 
ment of Information 1 08 is comprisad of a series of four 
Icons, each Icon Including wava-llka symbols, the 
number of wave-IIke symbols denotlngthe level of liquid 
absarbency. In partteular, the higher the number of 
wave-lilta symbols In the Icon, the higher the liquid ab- 
sorption capaci^. The <lrst element of Infomnatlon 106 
also oompttses a wrttton notice Including a set of words 
or labels that communicate to the user In writing the dlf- 
feraiTt liquid-absorption capacities 


Icon. In the example shown in the drawings, the set of 
words or icons is "lighT, •moderate', "heavy" and "over- 
nlghr 

[0037] The second element of information 1O8 in- 
- eludes an icon of wave-like symbols aasociatad to a 
word or label expressing in writing the level of liquid- 
absorption capacity o( the sanitary napkin 206 in the 
pouch 310. The first element of infomtatlon 106 estab- 
lishes a earaent In which the significance of the second 
element of mronmalion 108 can be precisely appreciat- 
ed. For instance, the first element of infonnatlon 1 06 in- 
dicates to the user that the sanitary napkin 206 is avail- 
able In four different Uquld-absorption capacities. The 
second element of infonnatlon 108 Indicates that the 
sanitary napkin 206 In the pouch 31 0 Is at the second 
level on the reference scale in the direction of Increasing 
liquid-absorption capacity. 

[0036] The visual reference system 104 can be real- 
ized by creating markings on the receptacle 102 that 
render the first and second elements of Infonnatlon 1 08. 
1 08 readily visible to the user. In the exaniple of fcnple- 
mentatlon depkrted In Figure 3, the markings are creat- 
ed by a printing process. Alternatively, the markings can 
ba created on the pouch by embossing, die-cutting, ap- 
plication of a separate stick-on tab or label or any other 
suitable method. The appteatton of the markings by em- 
bossing presents the advantage of aiiowing the mark- 
ings to be understood by the sense of touch. This is use- 
ful for blind pooplQ or in dark enviranmonts whore there 
is not enough light to read the markings. 
[0033] Figure 4 depicts an indhridually packaged san- 
itary napkin 410 with a visual reference system 404 at> 
cording to a variant. The first eleme nt of informaUon 406 
or scale of reference In this embodiment Is comprised 
of a series of three Icons wherein each Icon includes 
three symbols In the shape of liquid drops. The numtier 
of darkened drops denotes the llquld-absorptlon capac- 
ity of the sanitary napkin 410. In partk>ular, the higher 
the number of darkened drops, the higher the ilqukl-ab- 
sorption capacHy. The first element of information 406 
also comprises a written nottee Including a set of words 
or labels that communicate, In writing to the user the dif- 
ferent llquid-absorptton capacities on the referenoe 
scale. There is one word or label associated with eadi 


Icon. In the exannple shown fn Figure 4, the set of words 
is -light", "regular" and "overnight". The second element 
of information 408 points to a partteular degree on the 
scale of reference. 

s [0040] ngure 5 depicts an Individually packaged san- 
itary napkin 610 with a visual reference system 504 ac- 
cording to another variant. The first element of informa- 
tion 506 is comprised of a series of numbers from 1 to 
5, the value of the numberdenoting the liquid-absorption 

10 capacity of the sanitary napkin 510. Mora specif caliy, 
the higher the number, the grsalerthe liquid-absorption 
eapaeiv of the sanitary napkin 51 0. Tfie second olomont 
of Information 608 Inoludes a single number, between 1 
and 6, that expresses the llquld-abeofptfon capacity of 

IS the sanHan^ napkin 61 0 oomalned within the pouch 31 0. 
[0041] Figure 6 depiots en Individually packaged san- 
itary napkin 61 0 with a visual reference system 604 ao- 
cording to yet another variant. The visual reference sys- 
tem 604 is related to the configuration of the sanKary 

20 napkin 61 0 . TTie element of Infomnalion conveyed by the 
• visual reference system 604 Is comprised of an Icon de- 
pleting a specific geometrical configuration of the sani- 
tary napkin 61 0. The Icon pertaining to Figure 6 shows 
: a sanitary napkin 61 0 witti flaps. AltemaUvely. the toon 

ss could depict a sanitary napkin without flaps indicating to 
the user that the sanitary napkin in the pouch 610 is of 
the flapless variety. 

[0042] In yet another possible variant, not shown in 
the drawings, the visual reference systsm Indicates to 

30 the user whether the sanitary napkin Is flat or curved. A 
curved sanitajy napkin is a praduct that normally ac- 
quires a certain curvature In a vertfcai plane that eon- 
tains the longitudinal axis of the sanitary napkin. One 
possible way to create the curvature is to provide the 

35 sanitary napkin with elanloized longitudinal sides. In 
contrast, a fiat sanitary napkin Is a product that has no 
mechanisms or means daelgnad to Impart a curvature 
to the body of the sanitary napkin. 1 v 
[0043] in yet another possible variant, not shown in 

w the drawings, the visual referancs system is descriptive 
of the type of material or the characteristics of the ma- 
terial used in the manufacture of the sanitary napkin. In 
one specific, non-limiting example the visual reference 
system is related to the type of material used in the con- 

45 struction of the body-contacting layer of the sanitary 
napkin. As it is wail known to those skilled in the art, a 
sanitary napkin Is constructed from diffsrant layers of 
materials. On the top of the sanitary napkin is provided 
a flukl-pervk>us body-contacting layer (usually called 

50 "cover layer) . Immodiately below the body contacting 
layer is provided an absorbent system. Under the ab- 
sorbent system is provided a llquid-lmpendous layer 
(usually called "barrier layer^. The bamer layer nonnal- 
ly faces the undergannent of the user when the sanitary 

55 napkin is worn. Under a first possibility, the visual refer- 
ence system indicates to the user the material used In 
the constmetlon of the body-contacting layer, whether 
fibrous material of apertured polymeric film, under a dif- 
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ferent posalbllity, the visual rsferenee system Indlcatos 
to the user the charaderfsttcs of the material used for 
the construction of the tianier layer, in partleularwhether 
tho barrier layer is breathable or not breathable. A 
breathable material Is a material that allows vapor to 
pass through It while blocking the passage of BquW. 
[0044] For addWonal Information on the structure of a 
sanitary napkin the reader is invited to refer to the US 
patents 5.718,699 and 5,B6B,727 both assigned to 
Johnson & Johnson inc. These two patents describe ex^ 
ampies of sanitaiy napMns using the layered oonstruo- 
tlon described earlier. 

[0045] Rgure 7 shows a further vaflant of the embod- 
imorrt of the Invention ilUietrated in Figure 3. The pouch 
31 0 shown In Rgure 7 comprlsas a visual referenoB ays- 
tem 704 that has two alamonta of inforniation that are 
the same as those deserted (n connection with Figure 
3. However. In this embodiment, the visual raferenco 
eystem 704 la realized on a subetrate 722 that Is adhe- 
• Sively attached to the pouch 310, ojdanding partly on 
the flap 101 and partly on the envelape-like enclosing 
structure 99. The adhesive generally used Is of a type 
such as to create a weak and temporary pond ao that 
the uaer oan remove the substrate 722 without tearing 
the substrete 722 or the material of the pouch 310. Such 
adheslves are well known to those skilled In the art and 
they do not need to be described In d^l here. 
[0046] The substrate 722 forms a convenient closure 
device that keepe the flap 1 01 closed prior to the use of 
the sanitary napkin 206. Under this embodiment, the 
longitudinal sides of the flap 101 and the longitudinal 
aldea of the enveiape-nke eneioaina structure 99 do not 
need to be bonded to one another. 
[0047] Once the flap 101 has bean opened, the sub- 
strate 722 can be pesled-off completely to form a re^ 
minder tag 723 that can assist the user in the purchase 
of sanitary napjcfais from the stora. 
[004A] individual/ pacltaged sanitary napkins 20B 
are sold to consumers in the receptacle 1 02 depicted In 
Figure 1 . Accordlngto one embodlmentof this Invention, 
the reeepiaele 102 carries on iia external surface an in- 
dicia 1 27 that can be visually matched with the reminder 
tag 723. Whan the user needs to buy sanitary napkina, 
she takes the nsmlndertag 723 In her purse orpocket 
tothestore. It then suffbes for the user to locate on the 
Shelf of the store the receptacle with the Indicia 1 27 that 
matches the reminder tag 723. This system permits to 
easily identify the type of sanitary napkin the user nor- 
mally purchases, without the need of remembering da-, 
talis such as the particular brand, absorption charactBr^ 
Istlcs, configuration, maieriale used in the eonstrueilon 
of the sanitary napMn etc. 

[0049] It should be noted that it is not essential that 
the Information on the reminder tag 723 be Identical to 
the indlda 127 for them to match. What is nsquired is 
that the element of Infennatton en the reminder tag 729 
Is related In appearance, nature, sense or signifkrance 
to the Indicia 127 eo that a user can rapidly create an 


association between them. 

[0050] Although the embodiment shown In Figure 7 
depicts the reminder tag 723 adhesively placed on the 
pouch 310, straddling the flap 101 and the envelope-like 

5 enck>slng structure 09, It Is to be expressly understood 
that the positlDnlng of the adhesive reminder tag 723 
anywhere along the body of the pouch 310 falls within 
Ihe scope of the present Invention. 
[0061] Figures depicts avarlant In which the reminder 

10 tag 723 is loosely placed within the receptacle 1 02 with ■ 
out being attached to any one of the individually pack- 
aged sanitary napkins 206. Thus, the reminder tag 723, 
freely floating within the receptacle 102, Is readily ac- 
cessible to the user once the. receptacle 1 02 Is opened. 

15 Thb Implies that the usercari, at any time, remove the 
reminder tag 723 from the receptacle 1 02 and place It 
In her pocket or purse for future reference. 
[0052] Rgure 9 depkita yet another possible variant 
in whfch the reminder tag 924 contains a purely abstract 

so Qlomont of information. In particular, the reminder tag 
924 is in the shape of a sun or star. Although the remind- 
er tag 924 in Figure 10 haa the shape of a sun or star, 
• any other type of abstract symbol can be used. Moreo- 
ver, the same abstraot symbol 922 is also realized on 

» the outer surface of the receptacle 1 02 that houses the 
eorresponding santtafy napkins 208. The user oan 
thereby easily associate the shape of the reminder tag 
924 that is contained within her purse or pocket to the 
symbol 922 on Vns outer surface of the receptaole 102 

30 on the shelves in the store. 

[0053] Rgure 1 0 depicts another variant in which the 
receptacle 1 02 Is characterized by a tear-away strip 1 78 
that extends along the top waBa of the receptacle 1 02. 
The tear-away strip's 178 main purpose is to faclBtaie 

as the opening of the receptacle 102 so that the user can 
' lisadily Bcceas the sanitary napkins oonteined therein. 
At one of Its extremities, the tear-away strip 178 has a 
pull-tab 180. The tear-away strip la deflnad by Unas of 
weakness 1 84 such as perforation lines, in this specific 

w example, the reminder tag 954 is reali2ed on a section 
of the tear-away strip 1 78. Consequently, the user, upon 
opening the rocoptado 102, can easily detach the re- 
ntinder tag 954 and Immediately store It In her purse or 
pocket for future reference. 

*s [0054] Rgure 11 illustrates another embodiment of 
the present Invention. A pouch 11 OOcontalrtsatampon. 
The pouch Is provided with a visual reference system 
1 1 02 simllarto the visu al reference system 404 illusirat- 
ed in Figure 4. 

so [00S5] Although various embodiments have been 11- 
lustratad, this was tor the purpose of describing, but not 
limiting, the Invention. Various iTwdifloations will be- 
come apparent to those skilled In the art and are within 
the scope of this invention, which is defined more par- 

S9 ticulariy by the attached dalms. 
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A receptacle holding a plurality ofsanltaiy abeorb- 
ent articles, comprising: 

at least one sanitary absortiant artlda placed In 
an individual package, said Individual pactege 
including Bvisuai reference eyatem, said visual 
reference system having a first element of in- 
foimatlon and a second element of Infomiatlon; 

- said first element of infomfiatfon being indica^ 
tlve of a scale of reteronca estabiishtng a range 
of values of a certain chaiacterlatlti of the at 
least one sanitary absorbent artiole In eald In- 


said second element ol Information being Indic- 
ative of a certain level on eald scale of rafer- 


2. A receptacle as dsfined in claim 1, wherein said at 
least one sanitary absorbent article Is selected in 
the group consisting of sanitary napkin, inooirtl- 
nancs pad, panty liner, and diaper. 


le as defined in dalm 2, wherein aaldflrst 
element of Information and eald second element of 
Information are raalizad by markings raallzad on 
said individual package, said markings conveying 
. . Information that Is viBUBliy perceptible by a user. 

4. A isoeptacle as defined In claim 3, wh ereln said first 
element of Information Includes a oonetituent ae- 
lected from the group consisting of wTltian.natioe. 
plctograph. and a comMnation ot written notice and 
plotograph. 

6. A receptacle as defined in claim 4, wherein said 
second element of Infonriation Includes a constitu- 
ent aelected from the group consisting of wrinen no- 
tice, plctograph, and a combination of written notice 
and plctograph. 

6. A receptacle as defined in claim S, wherein said 
maildngs are realized on said Individual package by 
a process selected from the group consisting of 
printing, embossing, die-cutting and appHcation on 
saldindividual package of a separata label on which 
said markings are realized. - 

7. A naceptacle as defined In dalm 6. wherein eald first 
element of Information and eakl second element of 
infdmiation are indicative of a liquid absorbency 
characteristic assoclatod to eald at least one sanl- 


soibency characteristic la a liquid absorption capac- 
ity of said at least one eanltaiy absorbent artiele. 

9. A receptacle holding a plurality ot sanitary absorb- 
ent articles; comprising: 

- at least one sanitery absorbent article placed in 
an individual package, said individual package 
Including an element of information ropresant- 
atlvo of a charactarlstk: ot said at least one san- 
itaiy absorbent article, said ctiaractorlstk: being 
selected from the group consisting of the con- 
figuration of said at least one sanitary absorb- 
ent attlels and the mateilal used In the manu- ■ 
ta«upe of a domponant of saw at least one san- 
itary absorbent artk^e. 

10. A receptacle holding a plurali^ of sanBary absorb- 
ent sitlclaB, comprising: 

- atleastonesanitaryabsortjentarticleplacedin 


- aremovabieremlndertagcomprisedof a sub- 
strate on whIcMs realized a first element of In- 


an external surface comprising a second ole- 
ment of Infofmatlon matching said flmt element 
■ of informatton; 

said reminder tag being removably affixed to 
said Individual paokage. 


B. A receptacle ae denned in claim 7, wherein eald ab^ 
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